
Prophets of a Future Not Our Own 

Call to prayer  

Scripture  
Brothers and sisters: 

In Christ we were also chosen, 

destined in accord with the purpose of the One 

who accomplishes all things according to the intention of his will, 

so that we might exist for the praise of his glory, we who first hoped in Christ. 

In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, 

the Gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, 

were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 

which is the first installment of our inheritance 

toward redemption as God's possession, to the praise of his glory. 

       Ephesians 1:11 - 14 

Responsorial Psalm 33 

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 

Exult, you just, in the LORD; 

praise from the upright is fitting. 

Give thanks to the LORD on the harp; 

with the ten stringed lyre chant his praises. 

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 

For upright is the word of the LORD, 

and all his works are trustworthy. 

He loves justice and right; 

of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full. 

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 

Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD, 

the people he has chosen for his own inheritance. 

From heaven the LORD looks down; 

he sees all mankind. 

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/ephesians/1:11
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/psalms/33:1


The Prayer of Saint Oscar Romero 

 
It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.  

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 

it is even beyond our vision.  

 

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction  

of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work.  

Nothing we do is complete,  

which is a way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.  

 

No statement says all that could be said.  

No prayer fully expresses our faith.  

No confession brings perfection.  

No pastoral visit brings wholeness.  

No program accomplishes the church's mission.  

No set of goals and objectives includes everything.  

 

This is what we are about.  

We plant the seeds that one day will grow.  

We water seeds already planted,  

knowing that they hold future promise.  

 

We lay foundations that will need further development.  

We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.  

 

 

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning,  

a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter 

and do the rest.  

 

 

We may never see the end results,  

but that is the difference between the master builder and the worker.  

We are workers, not master builders;  

ministers, not messiahs.  

We are prophets of a future not our own.  

Amen 

 

 
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prophets-of-a-future-not-our-own.cfm 


